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My Journey with the Bible on LGBTQ+ Questions 

I am a straight, married man, a Christian pastor and biblical scholar, who once held a conservative view 

of sexuality and marriage. Why am I now fully affirming of LGBTQ+ people and supportive of equal 

marriage? There are four basic reasons. See the next page for some background and further resources. 

1) I know lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, and their experience persuades me that 

their sexuality is not a flaw in their humanity or a barrier to their acceptance by God. Yes, there are 

LGBTQ+ people who are sexually promiscuous or unfaithful, or who exploit others sexually or commit 

sexual violence. But there are many more cisgender, heterosexual people who do these harmful things. 

These are not “homosexual” sins; they are human sexual sins. By contrast, I have witnessed the simple 

humanity of LGBTQ+ people and the deep faith of many LGBTQ+ Christians, with whom I share the 

same Spirit of Christ. Recognizing the work of God’s Spirit in people’s lives and then having this 

overturn established perspectives, even when this seems to be “unbiblical,” is in fact a profoundly 

Christian way of discerning God’s will. 

2) Human sexuality is much more complex than a simple binary or individual choice. Those of us 

who have grown up influenced by western European cultures tend to think of sexuality in binary terms: 

people are either male or female, boy or girl, man or woman, and should aspire to be masculine or 

feminine accordingly. We also tend to think of sexuality in terms of individual choice, neglecting the 

many biological, environmental, and social factors that shape every aspect of our sexuality. However, the 

last half-century of scientific and social scientific research has demonstrated that human sexuality is more 

complex than this in all its dimensions, including biological sex, sexual orientation, sexual behaviour, 

gender identity, and gender expression. These do not represent binaries but perhaps “weighted spectrums” 

with the majority clustered around two poles and much variation between and around them. Also, while 

sexual orientation can be fluid it is not typically experienced as a choice and can only rarely be changed.  

3) The Bible does not speak about sexual orientation or same-sex marriage. Nevertheless, when 

viewed through the lens of Jesus’ life and teaching, the Bible can be read in support of a radically 

affirming view. The seven biblical texts that directly denounce male same-sex acts do so for two reasons. 

First, they are opposing sexual acts that are promiscuous, unfaithful, exploitative, coercive, subjugating, 

or violent—yet these are also denounced in Scripture as heterosexual sins. Second, they are supporting a 

“procreative patriarchy” centred on free men and their households (wives, children, slaves, and other 

property)—yet Jesus deconstructed this pervasive view of sexuality, marriage, and society. Yes, Jesus 

rejected the easy divorce available to men in his time, and he embraced children as the embodiment of the 

humility that characterizes God’s reign. However, these teachings were not given to support a traditional 

view of marriage; rather, they subverted the patriarchy of Jesus’ day. Jesus in fact de-centred marriage 

and family: he called some to celibacy and was celibate himself; he used kinship language to describe his 

followers instead of his biological family; and he insisted that humanity was moving toward a future in 

which procreative patriarchy would no longer be the norm. 

4) The Christian vision of human relationships is grounded in the way of love taught and modeled 

by Jesus. Jesus placed love at the centre of all human obligations and relationships: undivided devotion 

to God our Creator in response to God’s faithful devotion to us, expressed through humble compassion 

and steadfast care for one another and all creation. This love is our only true moral imperative. All 

relationships that aspire to this love should be affirmed and celebrated.  



 Michael Pahl, LGBTQ+ Affirming Summary, January 2020, page 2 

Some background and further resources: 

“Lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender,” and “cisgender, heterosexual”: For helpful information about this 

terminology see the appropriate sections of the GLAAD Media Reference Guide (https://www.glaad.org/ 

reference/LGBTQ and https://www.glaad.org/reference/transgender). GLAAD recommends the acronym 

“LGBTQ” to refer to any who do not identify as cisgender and heterosexual. Other GLAAD recommendations are 

“LGBT” and “GLBT.” “LGBTQ+” and “GSRD” (gender/sexual/relationship diverse) are also used, as is the term 

“queer” (though some prefer to use “queer” to refer only to gender). 

“I have witnessed the simple humanity of LGBTQ+ people and the deep faith of many LGBTQ+ Christians”: 

Chances are good you know someone who is LGBTQ+. You may identify as LGBTQ+ yourself. Nevertheless, 

those you know might not be able to share with you their desires, fears, hopes, and faith, or you might not know 

how to share these things yourself. Here are some video interviews with LGBTQ+ Christians to help us hear these 

stories, or perhaps for you to hear your story through them: “Listening Church” (2015; 

https://youtu.be/mkX2fPkL614); and “Through My Eyes” (2015; https://youtu.be/QImNx1JA3BI). 

“Recognizing the work of God’s Spirit in people’s lives and then having this overturn established perspectives, 

even when this seems to be ‘unbiblical,’ is in fact a profoundly Christian way of discerning God’s will”: Follow the 

story of the full acceptance and inclusion of Gentiles as Gentiles (not converted Jews) in Acts 8-15. Peter’s 

“conversion” in Acts 10 is key: “God has shown me that I should not call anyone profane or unclean” (Acts 10:28). 

Paul called this a “mystery,” something previously hidden but now revealed, something which has always been true 

but is only now realized as true (Rom 16:25-27; Eph 3:5-6). 

“The last half-century of scientific and social scientific research has demonstrated that human sexuality is more 

complex than this”: See, for example, the resources available at the American Psychological Association’s website 

(https://www.apa.org/topics/lgbt/index.html). See also the recommended books and online resources listed below. 

“The seven biblical texts that directly denounce male same-sex acts”: Gen 19:4-7; Jdg 19:22-23; Lev 18:22; 20:13; 

Rom 1:26-27; 1 Cor 6:9-10; 1 Tim 1:9-11. 

“Jesus deconstructed this pervasive [‘procreative patriarchy’] view of sexuality, marriage, and society”: For 

example, Matt 12:46-50; 19:1-15, 27-30; Luke 11:27-28; 20:27-36. See also 1 Cor 7:6-11, 25-31; Gal 3:28. 

Galatians 3:28 is key, quoting Genesis 1:27: “There is no longer ‘male and female’…in Christ.” 

“Jesus placed love at the centre of all human obligations and relationships”: One example: Mark 12:28-34. For 

more on this, see https://michaelpahl.com/2017/05/08/love-is-enough/. 

Some recommended books: Justin Lee, Torn (2012; usually the first book I recommend); James Brownson, Bible, 

Gender, Sexuality (2013); Matthew Vines, God and the Gay Christian (2014); David Gushee, Changing Our Mind 

(3rd ed. 2017); Karen Keen, Scripture, Ethics, and the Possibility of Same-Sex Relationships (2018); Brandan 

Robertson, The Gospel of Inclusion (2019); Megan DeFranza, Sex Difference in Christian Theology (2015; on 

intersexuality specifically); Austen Hartke, Transforming (2018; on transgender issues specifically); Greg & Lynn 

McDonald, Embracing the Journey (2019; for parents of LGBTQ+ children). 

Two online articles summarizing a view similar to my own: Luke Timothy Johnson, “Homosexuality & the 

Church” (2007; https://www.commonwealmagazine.org/homosexuality-church-0); Ted Grimsrud, “The Bible and 

Same-Sex Marriage” (2015; https://peacetheology.net/2015/01/20/the-bible-and-same-sex-marriage/). See also 

Rowan Williams’ essay developing an affirming, Christian theology of sexuality: “The Body’s Grace” (1989; 

https://www.abc.net.au/religion/the-bodys-grace/10101214). 

Other online resources beyond those given above: “Queer Grace: An Online Encyclopedia for LGBTQ and 

Christian Life” (http://queergrace.com/); “The Reformation Project: Advancing LGBTQ Inclusion in the Church” 

(https://reformationproject.org/); “Generous Space Ministries” (https://www.generousspace.ca/). 

https://www.glaad.org/reference/lgbtq
https://www.glaad.org/reference/lgbtq
https://www.glaad.org/reference/transgender
https://youtu.be/mkX2fPkL614
https://youtu.be/QImNx1JA3BI
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A26-40%3B+10%3A1-11%3A18%2C+15%3A1-35&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom+16%3A25-27%3B+Eph+3%3A5-6&version=NRSV
https://www.apa.org/topics/lgbt/index.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gen+19%3A4-7%3B+Jdg+19%3A22-23%3B+Lev+18%3A22%3B+20%3A13%3B+Rom+1%3A26-27%3B+1+Cor+6%3A9-10%3B+1+Tim+1%3A9-11&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gen+19%3A4-7%3B+Jdg+19%3A22-23%3B+Lev+18%3A22%3B+20%3A13%3B+Rom+1%3A26-27%3B+1+Cor+6%3A9-10%3B+1+Tim+1%3A9-11&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+12%3A46-50%3B+19%3A1-15%2C+27-30%3B+Luke+11%3A27-28%3B+20%3A27-36&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Cor+7%3A6-11%2C+25-31%3B+Gal+3%3A28&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+12%3A28-34&version=NRSV
https://michaelpahl.com/2017/05/08/love-is-enough/
https://books.google.ca/books?id=v0zAoQEACAAJ
https://books.google.ca/books?id=oMmhig_oWOQC
https://books.google.ca/books?id=oMmhig_oWOQC
https://books.google.ca/books?id=bTS0AAAAQBAJ
https://books.google.ca/books?id=Z4wmDwAAQBAJ
https://books.google.ca/books?id=Z4wmDwAAQBAJ
https://books.google.ca/books?id=O6B2DwAAQBAJ
https://books.google.ca/books?id=ofCaDwAAQBAJ
https://books.google.ca/books?id=ofCaDwAAQBAJ
https://books.google.ca/books?id=DaC4BwAAQBAJ
https://books.google.ca/books?id=DaC4BwAAQBAJ
https://books.google.ca/books?id=opVTDwAAQBAJ
https://books.google.ca/books?id=7SiQxgEACAAJ
https://books.google.ca/books?id=7SiQxgEACAAJ
https://www.commonwealmagazine.org/homosexuality-church-0
https://peacetheology.net/2015/01/20/the-bible-and-same-sex-marriage/
https://www.abc.net.au/religion/the-bodys-grace/10101214
http://queergrace.com/
https://reformationproject.org/
https://www.generousspace.ca/
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My Journey with the Bible on LGBTQ+ Questions: Some Biblical Texts 

Acts 10:1-48 

1 In Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of the Italian Cohort, as it was called. 2 He was a devout 

man who feared God with all his household; he gave alms generously to the people and prayed constantly to God. 3 One 

afternoon at about three o’clock he had a vision in which he clearly saw an angel of God coming in and saying to him, 

“Cornelius.” 4 He stared at him in terror and said, “What is it, Lord?” He answered, “Your prayers and your alms have 

ascended as a memorial before God. 5 Now send men to Joppa for a certain Simon who is called Peter; 6 he is lodging 

with Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the seaside.” 7 When the angel who spoke to him had left, he called two of his 

slaves and a devout soldier from the ranks of those who served him, 8 and after telling them everything, he sent them to 

Joppa. 

9 About noon the next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to 

pray. 10 He became hungry and wanted something to eat; and while it was being prepared, he fell into a trance. 11 He saw 

the heaven opened and something like a large sheet coming down, being lowered to the ground by its four corners. 12 In 

it were all kinds of four-footed creatures and reptiles and birds of the air. 13 Then he heard a voice saying, “Get up, Peter; 

kill and eat.” 14 But Peter said, “By no means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is profane or unclean.” 15 The 

voice said to him again, a second time, “What God has made clean, you must not call profane.” 16 This happened three 

times, and the thing was suddenly taken up to heaven. 

17 Now while Peter was greatly puzzled about what to make of the vision that he had seen, suddenly the men sent by 

Cornelius appeared. They were asking for Simon’s house and were standing by the gate. 18 They called out to ask 

whether Simon, who was called Peter, was staying there. 19 While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said 

to him, “Look, three men are searching for you. 20 Now get up, go down, and go with them without hesitation; for I have 

sent them.” 21 So Peter went down to the men and said, “I am the one you are looking for; what is the reason for your 

coming?” 22 They answered, “Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and God-fearing man, who is well spoken of by the 

whole Jewish nation, was directed by a holy angel to send for you to come to his house and to hear what you have to 

say.” 23 So Peter invited them in and gave them lodging. 

The next day he got up and went with them, and some of the believers from Joppa accompanied him. 24 The 

following day they came to Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his relatives and close 

friends. 25 On Peter’s arrival Cornelius met him, and falling at his feet, worshiped him. 26 But Peter made him get up, 

saying, “Stand up; I am only a mortal.” 27 And as he talked with him, he went in and found that many had 

assembled; 28 and he said to them, “You yourselves know that it is unlawful for a Jew to associate with or to visit a 

Gentile; but God has shown me that I should not call anyone profane or unclean. 29 So when I was sent for, I came 

without objection. Now may I ask why you sent for me?” 

30 Cornelius replied, “Four days ago at this very hour, at three o’clock, I was praying in my house when suddenly a 

man in dazzling clothes stood before me. 31 He said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and your alms have been 

remembered before God. 32 Send therefore to Joppa and ask for Simon, who is called Peter; he is staying in the home of 

Simon, a tanner, by the sea.’ 33 Therefore I sent for you immediately, and you have been kind enough to come. So now 

all of us are here in the presence of God to listen to all that the Lord has commanded you to say.” 

34 Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone 

who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 

preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after 

the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he 

went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all 

that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40 but God raised him on the 

third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate 

and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 

one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes 

in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
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44 While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45 The circumcised believers who 

had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46 for they 

heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47 “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing 

these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of 

Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

Acts 15:1-21 

1 Then certain individuals came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, “Unless you are circumcised 

according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and 

debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to discuss this 

question with the apostles and the elders. 3 So they were sent on their way by the church, and as they passed through both 

Phoenicia and Samaria, they reported the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the believers. 4 When 

they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and the elders, and they reported all that 

God had done with them. 5 But some believers who belonged to the sect of the Pharisees stood up and said, “It is 

necessary for them to be circumcised and ordered to keep the law of Moses.” 

6 The apostles and the elders met together to consider this matter. 7 After there had been much debate, Peter stood up 

and said to them, “My brothers, you know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that I should be the one 

through whom the Gentiles would hear the message of the good news and become believers. 8 And God, who knows the 

human heart, testified to them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he did to us; 9 and in cleansing their hearts by faith 

he has made no distinction between them and us. 10 Now therefore why are you putting God to the test by placing on the 

neck of the disciples a yoke that neither our ancestors nor we have been able to bear? 11 On the contrary, we believe that 

we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.” 

12 The whole assembly kept silence, and listened to Barnabas and Paul as they told of all the signs and wonders that 

God had done through them among the Gentiles. 13 After they finished speaking, James replied, “My brothers, listen to 

me. 14 Simeon has related how God first looked favorably on the Gentiles, to take from among them a people for his 

name. 15 This agrees with the words of the prophets, as it is written, 

16 ‘After this I will return, 

and I will rebuild the dwelling of David, which has fallen; 

    from its ruins I will rebuild it, 

        and I will set it up, 
17 so that all other peoples may seek the Lord— 

    even all the Gentiles over whom my name has been called. 

        Thus says the Lord, who has been making these things 18 known from long ago.’ 

19 Therefore I have reached the decision that we should not trouble those Gentiles who are turning to God, 20 but we 

should write to them to abstain only from things polluted by idols and from fornication and from whatever has been 

strangled and from blood. 21 For in every city, for generations past, Moses has had those who proclaim him, for he has 

been read aloud every sabbath in the synagogues.” 

Ephesians 3:5-6 

5 In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy 

apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6 that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and 

sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 


