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Who’s the “You” in the Ten Commandments? Some Biblical Texts 

Exodus 20:2-17 

2 I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 3 you shall have no 

other gods before me. 

4 You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the 

earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I 

the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation 

of those who reject me, 6 but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my 

commandments. 

7 You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who 

misuses his name. 

8 Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 10 But the seventh day 

is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female 

slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11 For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and 

all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 

12 Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you. 

13 You shall not murder.  

14 You shall not commit adultery. 

15 You shall not steal. 

16 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

17 You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or 

ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

Deuteronomy 22:20-21 

20 If, however, this charge is true, that evidence of the young woman’s virginity was not found, 21 then they shall bring 

the young woman out to the entrance of her father’s house and the men of her town shall stone her to death, because she 

committed a disgraceful act in Israel by prostituting herself in her father’s house. So you shall purge the evil from your 

midst. 

Deuteronomy 25:5-10 

5 When brothers reside together, and one of them dies and has no son, the wife of the deceased shall not be married 

outside the family to a stranger. Her husband’s brother shall go in to her, taking her in marriage, and performing the duty 

of a husband’s brother to her, 6 and the firstborn whom she bears shall succeed to the name of the deceased brother, so 

that his name may not be blotted out of Israel. 7 But if the man has no desire to marry his brother’s widow, then his 

brother’s widow shall go up to the elders at the gate and say, “My husband’s brother refuses to perpetuate his brother’s 

name in Israel; he will not perform the duty of a husband’s brother to me.” 8 Then the elders of his town shall summon 

him and speak to him. If he persists, saying, “I have no desire to marry her,” 9 then his brother’s wife shall go up to him 

in the presence of the elders, pull his sandal off his foot, spit in his face, and declare, “This is what is done to the man 

who does not build up his brother’s house.” 10 Throughout Israel his family shall be known as “the house of him whose 

sandal was pulled off.” 

Leviticus 19:20-22 

20 If a man has sexual relations with a woman who is a slave, designated for another man but not ransomed or given 

her freedom, an inquiry shall be held. They shall not be put to death, since she has not been freed; 21 but he shall bring a 

guilt offering for himself to the Lord, at the entrance of the tent of meeting, a ram as guilt offering. 22 And the priest shall 

make atonement for him with the ram of guilt offering before the Lord for his sin that he committed; and the sin he 

committed shall be forgiven him. 
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Deuteronomy 22:28-29 

28 If a man meets a virgin who is not engaged, and seizes her and lies with her, and they are caught in the act, 29 the 

man who lay with her shall give fifty shekels of silver to the young woman’s father, and she shall become his wife. 

Because he violated her he shall not be permitted to divorce her as long as he lives. 

Ephesians 5:22–6:9 

22 Wives, be subject to your husbands as you are to the Lord… 

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her… 

1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right… 

4 And, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. 

5 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling, in singleness of heart, as you obey Christ… 

9 And, masters, do the same to them… 

Leviticus 18:22 

22 You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination. 

Matthew 19:3-9 

3 Some Pharisees came to him, and to test him they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any 

cause?” 4 He answered, “Have you not read that the one who made them at the beginning ‘made them male and 

female,’ 5 and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall 

become one flesh’? 6 So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one 

separate.” 7 They said to him, “Why then did Moses command us to give a certificate of dismissal and to divorce 

her?” 8 He said to them, “It was because you were so hard-hearted that Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but 

from the beginning it was not so. 9 And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for unchastity, and marries 

another commits adultery.” 

Matthew 19:10-15 

10 His disciples said to him, “If such is the case of a man with his wife, it is better not to marry.” 11 But he said to 

them, “Not everyone can accept this teaching, but only those to whom it is given. 12 For there are eunuchs who have been 

so from birth, and there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by others, and there are eunuchs who have made 

themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Let anyone accept this who can.” 

13 Then little children were being brought to him in order that he might lay his hands on them and pray. The disciples 

spoke sternly to those who brought them; 14 but Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for 

it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.” 15 And he laid his hands on them and went on his way. 

Matthew 12:46-50 

46 While he was still speaking to the crowds, his mother and his brothers were standing outside, wanting to speak to 

him. 47 Someone told him, “Look, your mother and your brothers are standing outside, wanting to speak to you.” 48 But to 

the one who had told him this, Jesus replied, “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?” 49 And pointing to his 

disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 50 For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my 

brother and sister and mother.” 

Matthew 22:23-33 

23 The same day some Sadducees came to him, saying there is no resurrection; and they asked him a question, 

saying, 24 “Teacher, Moses said, ‘If a man dies childless, his brother shall marry the widow, and raise up children for his 

brother.’ 25 Now there were seven brothers among us; the first married, and died childless, leaving the widow to his 

brother. 26 The second did the same, so also the third, down to the seventh. 27 Last of all, the woman herself died. 28 In the 

resurrection, then, whose wife of the seven will she be? For all of them had married her.” 

29 Jesus answered them, “You are wrong, because you know neither the scriptures nor the power of God. 30 For in the 

resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven…” 


